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In Unit 3 of Module 1, students explored how geography 

impacts readers’ access to books. All the work of the third and 

final unit of Module 1 built toward the final performance task 

for the module: an informative “Accessing Books around the 

World” bookmark. Students read informational texts about 

world geography as they extended their vocabulary and built 

understanding related to physical features and how physical 

characteristics of a region influence how people access books. 

Students then completed an in-depth exploration of some 

external resources that support the power of reading, focusing 

on the important role of libraries and organizations that go 

out of their way to get books into the hands of children and 

adults, especially those living in remote areas in countries 

around the world. 
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Introducing Module 2A! 
Researching to Build Knowledge and Teach 
Others: Adaptations and the Wide World of 

Frogs 

 Unit 1:  Building Background Knowledge: Learning to Become an  
                  Expert (about Frogs) 
 

 Unit 2:  Case Study: Researching Freaky Frogs  
 

 Unit 3:  Culminating Project: Freaky Frog Trading Cards 

 

Guiding Questions of this Module… 
• What do experts do?  

• How do I become an expert? 

• How do frogs survive?  

Experts use reading, viewing, and listening to gather and organize info from a variety of sources.  

Experts share information through writing and speaking. 

Content: Animals have unique adaptations that help them to survive in various environments. 



  

In this first unit, students will begin to learn how 

experts build knowledge as they consider what 

makes a frog a frog and how these creatures adapt 

to their environment. Through a study of the text 

Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle (by Deborah Dennard, 

illustrated by Kristin Kest), students will practice 

close reading and listening to informational texts, 

generating questions, building vocabulary, and 

locating information in text as they learn about the 

bullfrog (a “true” frog). Students will communicate 

their learning through note-taking, Science Talks, 

and writing. This unit provides the class with initial 

exposure to key scientific concepts regarding 

adaptations, habitat, predators and prey, and the 

physical characteristics of frogs, which students will 

build on during Unit 2.  
 

 

 Launching Unit 1! 

Module Performance Task: Research-Based 
Narrative Writing - Freaky Frog Trading Card 

Key Unit Vocabulary 
adaptation, facts, definitions, 

details, survive, adaptations, 

habitat; bayou, wind (v), 

rumbles, croaking, emerged, 

retreat, bulging, cascades, 

soaking, Spanish moss, sway , 

explore, calling site, attract, 

predator, prey, bank, emerges, 

crayfish, springs, struggles, 

crustacean, bulging, sink, 

flutters, life cycle, blade, heron, 

satisfy, stalks, unsuspecting; 

squawking, complaint, 

unharmed, startled, departing , 

glossary, tympanum, summary, 

categories, context, sketch; 

film, amphibian, tadpole, 

participate, effectively, matrix, 

plan, topic, explain, conclusion, 
effect 
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Each student will create a freaky frog trading card to demonstrate 
their expertise as readers and writers. The trading card will need to 
showcase the unique, sometimes freaky, adaptations of a particular 
frog. This work is done in school and is the focus of Unit 3.The front 
side of the card will include a detailed scientific illustration or digital 
picture of their freaky frog as well as basic facts about the frog that 
they collected through research. The other side of the card will 
compare and contrast one category of their freaky frog (e.g., habitat, 
life cycle, etc.) to the bullfrog, responding to the prompt:  
“Imagine that you are your freaky frog. After researching informational texts 

on your freaky frog, write a descriptive paragraph that describes how you 

survive. Choose one category from your freaky frog research matrix to focus 

on. Use specific details from the texts you used to gather your information 

about your freaky frog. Be sure to include lots of the specific vocabulary and 

vivid words and phrases you have been gathering.” 

This assessment centers on NYSP12 ELA CCLS W.3.2, W.3.3, W.3.4, W.3.5, and L.3.3. 


